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proved very costly for them. The broad figures of three to one
in machines and six to one in pilots and crews, of which we are
sure, do not by any means represent the total injuries inflicted
upon the enemy. We must be prepared for heavier fighting in
this month of September. The need of the enemy to obtain a
decision is very great, and if he has the numbers with which we
have hitherto credited him, he should be able to magnify and
multiply his attacks during September.
Firm confidence is felt by all the responsible officers of the
Royal Air Force in our ability to withstand this largely increased
scale of attack, and we have no doubt that the whole nation,
taking its example from our airmen, have been proud to share
their dangers and will stand up to the position grim and gay.
Now is the chance of the men and women in the factories to show
their mettle, and for all of us to try to be worthy of our boys in
the air and not make their task longer or harder by the slightest
flinching. That, I know, is the temper of the nation, and even
if the average attack is doubled or trebled—which last is most
unlikely—and however long it continues, we believe that we can
stand it and that we shall emerge from it actually and relatively
stronger in the air than we were before.
Our Air Force to-day is more numerous and better equipped
than it was at the outbreak of the war, or even in July, and, to
the best of our belief, we are far nearer to the total of the German
numerical strength, as we estimate it, than we expected to be at
this period in the war. I asked that the German claims of British
aircraft destroyed during July and August should be added up.
I was curious to see the total to which they would amount I
found them to make the surprising total of 1,921 British aircraft
destroyed. That total is rather like the figures we heard about
of losses among our Fleet, many ships of which have been sunk
several times over. The actual figure of British losses, which we
have published daily for these last two months, is 558. Our loss
in pilots is, of course, happily very much less, I do not know
whether Herr Hitler believes the truth of his own published figures.
I hope he does. One is always content to see an enemy plunged
in error and self-deception. How very differently this air attack
which is now beginning has turned out from what we imagined
it would be before this war. More than 150,000 beds have stood
open and, thank God, empty in our war hospitals for a whole
year. When the British people make up their minds to go to
war they expect to receive terrible injuries. That is why we
tried to remain at peace as long as possible. So far as the air
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